
 
ROLF TORSTENDAHL 

 
          Publications 

 
Monographs:  
Källkritik och vetenskapssyn i svensk historisk forskning 1820-1920 (Source analysis and 

scholarly norms in Swedish historical research 1820-1920), Uppsala 1964 (Studia 
historica Upsaliensia, vol. 15) 

Historia som vetenskap. Introduktion till historieforskningen (History as scholarship. An 
introduction to historical research), Stockholm 1966 (Natur och Kultur) 

Mellan nykonservatism och liberalism. Idébrytningar inom högern och bondepartierna 
1918-1934 (Between neo-conservatism and liberalism: Ideas in conflict in the Right 
Party and the farmers' parties, 1918-1934), Uppsala 1969 (Studia historica Upsaliensia, 
vol. 29) 

Teknologins nytta. Motiveringar för det svenska tekniska utbildningsväsendets framväxt 
framförda av riksdagsmän och utbildningsadministratörer 1810-1870 (The value of 
technology: Arguments for and against technological education by Swedish 
parliamentarians and administrators, 1810-1870), Uppsala 1975 (Studia historica 
Upsaliensia, vol. 66) 

Dispersion of Engineers in a Transitional Society. Swedish Technicians 1860-1940, Uppsala 
1975 (Studia historica Upsaliensia, vol. 73) 

Historievetenskap som teori, praktik, ideologi (The writing of history as theory, practice and 
ideology), (with Thorsten Nybom), Stockholm 1988 (Författarförlaget) 

Bureaucratisation in Northwestern Europe, 1880-1985: Domination and Governance, 
London 1991 (Routledge) 

Zarozhdenie demokraticheskoi kultury. Rossiia v nachale XX veka (with Natalia 
Selunskaya), Moscow 2005 (Rosspen) 

 
Edited Books: 
Hundra års historisk diskussion. Historiska föreningen i Upsala 1862-1962 (One hundred 

years of historical discussion. The historical association in Uppsala 1862-1962), 
Uppsala 1962 (Studia historica Upsaliensia, vol. 8) 

Bördor, bönder, börd i 1600-talets Sverige (Burdens, peasants and noble descent in 17th 
century Sweden) (with Margareta Revera), Lund 1979 (Studentlitteratur) 

Byråkratisering och maktfördelning (Bureaucratisation and distribution of power) (with 
Thorsten Nybom), Lund 1989 (Studentlitteratur) 

Professions in Theory and History. Rethinking the Study of the Professions (with Michael 
Burrage), London 1990 (Sage) 
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The Formation of the Professions. Knowledge, State and Strategy (with Michael Burrage), 
London 1990 (Sage) 

State Theory and State History, London 1992 (Sage) 
History-Making. The Intellectual and Social Formation of a Discipline (with Irmline Veit-

Brause), Stockholm 1996 (K. Vitterhets Historie och Antikvitets Akademien) 
State Policy and Gender System in the Two German States and Sweden, 1945-1989, Uppsala 

1999 (Opuscula Historica Upsaliensia, vol. 22) 
An Assessment of Twentieth-Century Historiography. Professionalism, Methodologies, 

Writings, Stockholm 2000 (K. Vitterhets Historie och Antikvitets Akademien)  
 
Articles (selection): 
Many (50-100) major articles (and several minor ones) in journals and anthologies, the early 

articles mainly in Swedish. Here a  selection of articles published from 1979: 
"Les chefs d'entreprise en Suède de 1880 … 1950: sélection et milieu social", in M. Lévy-

Leboyer (ed.), Le patronat de la seconde industrialisation (Cahiers du 'Mouvement 
social', vol. 5), Paris 1979, pp. 37-50. 

"Industrial research and researchers in Sweden 1880-1940", in Social Science Information, 
vol. 19 (1980), pp. 641-661. 

"Engineers in industry, 1850-1910: Professional men and new bureaucrats. A comparative 
approach", in C.G. Bernhard et al. (eds.), Science, Technology and Society in the Time 
of Alfred Nobel, Oxford etc. 1982 (Pergamon), pp. 253-270. 

"Das Konzept des Organisierten Kapitalismus und seine Anwendung auf Schweden", in 
Geschichte und Gesellschaft, vol. 11, 1985, pp. 90-98. 

"Engineers in Sweden and Britain 1820-1914. Professionalisation and bureaucratisation in a 
comparative perspective", in W. Conze & J. Kocka (eds.), Bildungsbürgertum im 19. 
Jahrhundert, vol. 1, Stuttgart 1985 (Klett-Cotta), pp. 543-560. 

"State Theory and State Development: States as Network Structures in Change in Modern 
European History" (together with Bo Stråth), in R. Torstendahl (ed.), State Theory and 
State History, London 1992 (Sage), pp. 12-37. 

"The Transformation of Professional Education in the Nineteenth Century", in S. Rothblatt 
& B. Wittrock (eds.), The European and American University since 1800: Historical 
and Sociological Essays, Cambridge 1993 (CUP), pp. 109-141. 

"Conceptions of the Early Modern State in Sweden", in Visions sur le developpement des 
états Européens, Rome 1993 (École française de Rome), pp. 249-270. 

"Engineers and Governments in a Comparative Perspective", in T. Becher (ed.), 
Governments and Professional Education, London 1993 (Open Univ. Press), pp. 23-
42. 

"Toward Synthesis: Social Power and Bureaucratisation in a World Context during the Late 
19th and 20th centuries", in Sotsialnaya Istoria: Problemi sintesa, Moscow 1994 
(RAN: Institut vseobshchey istorii), pp. 200-211. 
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“Reglerade minikrav och optimumnormer”, in S. Langholm et al. (eds.), Den kritiske 
analyse. Festskrift til Ottar Dahl på 70-årsdagen den 5 januar 1994, Oslo: 
Universitetsforlaget, 1994, pp. 43-62. 

"States in Historiography", in Politicheskaya istoria na poroge XXI veka: traditsii i novatsii, 
Moscow 1995 (RAN: Institut vseobshchey istorii), pp. 61-73. 

"Sotsialnaja istoria v Shvetsii i v zapadnoi Evrope", in Severnaja Evropa: Problemy istorii, 
Moskva 1995 (RAN: Institut vseobshchey istorii), pp. 186-193. 

"'Praviteljno' i 'plodatvorno' - kriterii istoricheskoj nauki", in Istoricheskie zapiski,  1 (119), 
1996, pp. 54-73. 

"'Correct' and 'Fruitful' as Bases for Historiographical Analysis", in R. Torstendahl & I. Veit-
Brause (eds.), History-Making. The Intellectual and Social Formation of a Discipline, 
Stockholm, 1996 (KVHAA), pp. 77-94. 

”Rol’ sotsial-demokratii v razvitii industrial’nogo kapitalizma. Konets XIX-XX v.”, in 
Novaya i noveyshaya istoria, 1997:2, pp. 16-28 

”Dialog c akademikom I.D. Kovalchenko o kharaktere istoricheskogo znania”, in Materialy 
nauchnykh chtenii pamiati akademika I.D. Kovalchenko, Moskva 1997 (MGU), pp.39-
43 

“Introduction: Comparing state policies in the  FRG, GDR, and Sweden”, in R. Torstendahl 
(ed.) State Policy and Gender System in the Two German States and Sweden, 1945-
1989, Uppsala, 1999, pp. 7-11 

“Women, labour market and gender: Policies in the two Germanies and Sweden, 1945-89”, 
in R. Torstendahl (ed.) State Policy and Gender System in the Two German States and 
Sweden, 1945-1989, Uppsala, 1999 (Opuscula historica Upsaliensia, 22), pp. 219-235 

“Ny och gammal samtidshistoria”, in Historisk tidskrift 1999, pp. 262-266 
“Modernization and Loss of Governability. European Trends in State Development in the 

20th Century”, in Uralskii Istoricheskii Vestnik, No. 5-6, Ekaterinburg 2000, pp. 50-
64 

“Konstruktivizm i representativizm v istorii”, in Problemy istochnikovedeniya i istoriografii,  
Moskva 2000 (Rosspen), pp. 63-74 

“Professionalization and Deprofessionalization among Swedish Historians”, in F. Meyer & 
J.E. Myhre (eds.), Nordic Historiography in the 20th Century, Oslo 2000 (Dept. of 
History), pp. 164-183 

“Thirty-Five Years of Theories in History. Social Science Theories and Philosophy of 
History in the Scandinavian Debate”, in Scandinavian Journal of History, vol. 25, pp. 
1-26 

“Assessing Professional Developments. Historiography in a Comparative Perspective”, in R. 
Torstendahl (ed.), An Assessment of Twentieth-Century Historiography. 
Professionalism, Methodologies, Writings, Stockholm 2000 (K. Vitterhets Historie 
och Antikvitets Akademien), pp. 9-30  

“En nygammal Weibull-myt”, in Scandia, vol. 66, 2000, pp. 321-332 
“Bureaucratization and Bureacracy, History of”, in International Encyclopedia of the Social 

and Behavioral Sciences, London etc., 2001 (Elsevier), pp. 1410-1415 
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“History, Professionalization of”, in International Encyclopedia of the Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, London etc., 2001 (Elsevier), pp. 6864-6869 

“Constructions and Constructivism in History”, in D. Prawitz (ed.), Meaning and 
Interpretation, Stockholm 2002 (KVHAA Konferenser, vol. 55), pp. 115-131 

“Il ruolo degli esperti. I professionisti europei nei settori amministrativi  dopo il 1945”, in 
Corpi e professioni tra passato e futuro, Milano, 2002 (Giuffrè), pp. 181-192 

“A byla li revoliutsia?”, in Rodina 2002:7, pp. 57-58 
“Historical Professionalism in Soviet and Post-Soviet Russia. On the Existence of One 

Historical Community or Several”, in Teoreticheskie problemy istoricheskikh 
issledovanii, vol. 4, Moscow, 2002 (MGU, Istoricheskii fakultet), pp. 68-90 

“Erik Lönnroth (1910-2002)”, in Historisk tidskrift 2002:4, pp. 587-603 
“Professionella som experter”, in E. Erson & L. Öberg (eds.), Erfarenhetens rum och vägar. 

24 texter om kunskap och arbete, Stockholm, 2003 (Mångkulturellt centrum), pp. 293-
306 

“Professionalizm i ispol’zovanie istorii v politike”, in Dialog so vremenem. Almanakh 
intellektualnoi istorii, vol. 10, 2003, pp. 36-47. 

“Fact, truth and text: The quest for a firm basis for historical knowledge around 1900”, in 
History and Theory, 42 (2003), pp. 305-331 

“1905 – reforma ili revoliutsiia?”, in Sotsialnye transformatsii v rossiskoi istorii, 
Ekaterinburg & Moskva: Akademkniga, 2004, pp. 424-438 

“Sweden in a European perspective – special path or mainstream?”, in The Swedish Success 
story?, Stockholm, 2004 (Axel and Margaret Ax:son Johnson Foundation), pp. 33-46 

“Politik och administration. En tsarrysk lösning”, in R. Björk & A.W Johansson (eds.) 
Samtidshistoria och politik, Stockholm (Hjalmarson & Högberg), 2004, pp. 408-431 

“Källkritik, metod och vetenskap”, in Historisk tidskrift, 2005, pp. 209-217 
“Historiepessimismen och dess nedslag hos G.H. von Wright”, in A. Björnsson & M. 

Kylhammar & Å. Linderborg (eds.), Ord i rättan tid, Stockholm (Carlssons), 2005, pp. 
189-208 

“The Need for a Definition of ‘Profession’”, in Current Sociology, 53:6 (Nov. 2005), pp. 
947-951.  

“History-Writing as Professional Production of Knowledge”, in Storia della Storiografia, 
vol 48 (2005), pp. 73-88 

 “Förståelse som empati och texttolkning”, in L. Berglund, T. Nybom, T. Strömberg, I. 
Åberg (eds.), Att se det osedda: vänbok till Ann-Sofie Ohlander, Stockholm 
(Hjalmarson & Högberg), 2006, pp. 303-321 

 “A Good Beginning that Came to Nothing. Democratic Culture in Russia 1905-1907”, in K. 
Johansson & M. Lindstedt Cronberg (eds.), Vänskap over gränser.  Festskrift till Eva 
Österberg, Lund, 2007, pp. 285-297 
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“Med och mot strömmen. Hierarkisering och platta organisationer i universitetsvärlden”, in 
E. Heggestad et al. (eds), En ny sits. Humaniora i förvandling. Vänbok till Margaretha 
Fahlgren, Uppsala: Uppsala universitet, 2008, pp. 21-32 

”Har professionerna sin framtid bakom sig – eller har de bytt innehåll?”, in M. Sjöberg & Y. 
Svanström (eds.), Att göra historia. Vänbok till Christina Florin, Stockholm (Institutet 
för framtidsstudier), 2008, pp. 169-180 

”Shvedskaia model’ upravleniia: samostoiatel’nost’, politisatsiia i otvetctvennost’” [The 
Swedish model of administration: independence, politicisation, and accountability], in 
T.A. Torstendahl Salycheva et.al. (eds.), Shvedy: sushchnost’ i metamorfozy 
identichnosti, Moscow (RGGU), 2008, pp. 104-123 

“History”, in History of Humanity. Scientific and Cultural Development, vol. 7: The 
Twentieth Century, London & New York (UNESCO & Routledge), 2008, pp. 244-263 

“Idén om global historia och den transnationella trenden”, in Historisk tidskrift, 2009:2, pp. 
235-240 

”Poltava: Slaget, historien och symbolen”, in L. Jonson & T. Torstendahl Salytjeva (eds.), 
Poltava. Krigsfångar och kulturutbyte, Stockholm (Atlantis), 2009, pp. 21-39: also in 
Russian as ”Poltava: srazhenie, istoriia i simbol”, in T. Toshtendal’ Salycheva & L. 
Iunson, Poltava. Sud’by plennykh i vzaimodejsvie kul’tur, Moskva (RGGU), 2009, pp. 
21-44. 

”I svensk tappning – svenska historiker under utländsk påverkan”, in R. Björk & Alf W. 
Johansson, Svenska historiker, Stockholm (Norstedts), 2009, 31-44 

”Anders Fryxell (1795-1881)”, in R. Björk & Alf W. Johansson, Svenska historiker, 
Stockholm (Norstedts), 2009, 192-200 

”Fredrik Ferdinand Carlson (1811-1887)”, in R. Björk & Alf W. Johansson, Svenska 
historiker, Stockholm (Norstedts), 2009, 201-210 

”Historical Professionalism. A Changing Product of Communities within the Discipline”, in 
Storia della Storiografia, 56 (2009), 3-26 

“Vozvrashchenie istorizma? Neo-institutsionalizm i ‘istoricheskii povorot’ v sotsialnykh 
naukakh”, in Dialog so vremenem, 30 (2010), 14-25 

 
 
 
 

 


