
 
CURRICULUM VITAE OF SIR ANTHONY KENNY 
 
Born Liverpool 16/3/31, son of John Kenny and Margaret Jones. 
Educated: Upholland College Lancashire, Gregorian University Rome (Ph.L. S.T.L) 
Oxford University (D.Phil.) 
Ordained R.C. Priest Rome 1955; curate in Liverpool 1959-63; returned to lay state 

1963. 
Assistant Lecturer in Philosophy, University of Liverpool, 1961-3 
Lecturer in Philosophy, Exeter and Trinity Colleges, Oxford 1963-64. 
Fellow and Tutor in Philosophy, Balliol College Oxford, 1964-78 
University Lecturer in Philosophy, Oxford, 1965-78 
Married Nancy Caroline Gayley 1966 (sons: Robert, b. 1968, Charles b. 1970) 
Wilde Lecturer in Natural and Comparative Religion, 1969-72 
Senior Tutor, Balliol College, Oxford, 1971-2 and 1976-8 
Joint Gifford Lecturer, University of Edinburgh 1972-3 
Master of Balliol College Oxford, 1978-89 
D. Litt Oxford 1980 
Stanton Lecturer, University of Cambridge, 1980-83 
Member of governing council, Oxford University 1981-93 
Curator of the Bodleian Library 1985-88 
Delegate and member of Finance Committee, Oxford University Press, 1986-93 
Warden of Rhodes House, Oxford 1989-99 
President of the British Academy 1989-93 
Knighted 1992 
Chairman of the British Library Board 1993-6 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Development, Oxford University, 1999-2001 
Visiting Professor at various times at Universities of Chicago, Washington, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Cornell, Stanford & Rockefeller Universities. 
Honorary Doctorates from Bristol, Liverpool, Glasgow, Trinity Dublin, Hull, 
Sheffield, Warwick, Denison, Lafayette, Queen’s University Belfast. 
Hon. Bencher, Lincoln’s Inn 
 
Author of more than forty books, mainly on philosophy.  Recent publications include 
the four volumes of A New History of Western Philosophy (Oxford University Press, 
2005-8) and Can Oxford be Improved, with Robert Kenny, (Imprint Academic, 2007) 


