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Iván Zoltán Dénes is a historian of ideas, professor, tutor, independent scholar, initiator of 

research into historical traumas, trauma management and regimes of memory at the Academia 

Europaea. He focuses on liberalism, conservatism, nationalism, national identity, 

historiography, political languages, private history and collective memory, personal and 

collective traumas, political hysteries and their healings. He authored 12 books, including 7 

monographs, and edited 45 others.  He has served as a research fellow at the Institute of 

Philosophy, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 1977-1997; distinguished scholar at the 

Department of Political Science at University of Debrecen, Faculty of Arts, 1997-2000; 

Professor, Chair at the Department of Political Theory and History at the Faculty of Law of 

the University of Debrecen, 2001-2011; founder and chairman of the István Bibó Center for 

Advanced Studies of Humanities and Social Sciences in Budapest (1996-2012); editor-in-

chief of the Library of History of Ideas (vols. 1-19) and István Bibó’s Works. Centennial 

Edition (vols. 1-12). He is a member of the Academia Europaea, London since 1995.   

 

Degrees  
 

MAE (Member, Academia Europaea), Academia Europaea, London, 1995-  

 

Dr. habil, History, Janus Pannonius University, Pécs, 1997.  

 

DSc, Professor, History of Ideas, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, 1991. 

 

CSc, Intellectual History, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, 1979. 

 

Ph. D, "summa cum laude" in Hungarian History, Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, 1973. 

 

M. A, in Archival Research, Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, 1975. 

 

M. A, in History and Philosophy, Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, 1971. 

 

 

Positions held 
 

Independent Scholar, Tutor, 2012- 

 

Founder and Chairman, István Bibó Center for Advanced Studies of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, 1996-2012.  

  

Professor, Chair, Department of Political Theory and History, Faculty of Law, University of 

Debrecen, 2001-2011. 

 

 

Senior Research Fellow, Department of Political Theory and History, Faculty of Law,  

University of Debrecen, 2000-2001. 

 

Distinguished Scholar, Department of Political Science, Faculty of Arts, Kossuth Lajos 

University, Debrecen, 1997-2000.  

 

Distinguished Scholar, Institute of Philosophy, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, 

1992-97. 
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Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Philosophy, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, 

1984-92. 

 

Research Fellow, Institute of Philosophy, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, 1977- 

1984. 

 

Assistant Research Fellow, Institute of Philosophy, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 

Budapest, 1973-77. 

 

Archivist, Hungarian Archives, Budapest, 1965-66, 1971-73. 

 

 

Earlier teaching positions 
 

 

Distinguished Széchenyi Professor, University of Debrecen, Faculty of Law, Department of 

Political Theory and History, Political Science, History of Ideas, 2000-2001. 

 

Distinguished Széchenyi Professor, Lajos Kossuth University, Faculty of Arts, Department of 

Political Science, History of Ideas, 1997-2000. 

 

Visiting Professor, Berzsenyi Dániel College, Department of History, Szombathely, 

November-December 1996, February 1997 

 

Professor, Budapest School of Politics,  History and Theory of Political Thought, 1995-97.  

                     

Professor, Department of Early Modern and Modern Hungarian History, Faculty of Arts, 

University of Szeged, 1992-93. 

 

Students’ Elected Visiting Professor, History,  Soros Fellow, University of Szeged, 1988. 

 

Visiting Professor, Political Philosophy and History of Ideas,  Department of Social 

Philosophy and Ethics, Faculty of Arts, Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, 1983-90.  

  

 

 

Awards  
  

 

Life and Literature, The Book of June, Az ÉS könyve júniusban - Dénes Iván Zoltán: A 

történelmi Magyarország eszménye. Szekfű Gyula a történetíró és ideológus. Kalligram 

Kiadó, Pozsony, 2015. 542 oldal, 3900 Ft Élet és Irodalom, June 18 2015 

http://www.es.hu/gyani_gabor;a_kor_tengelyeben_allt;2015-06-18.html   

 

Organiser, Chair, Tutor, Lecturer, ”Regimes of Memory 2.”  Academia Europaea, Knowledge 

HUB, Wroclaw, October 2014.  

 

European Commission, Research Executive Agency, Marie Curie Actions, Expert, Evaluator, 

Brussels, September-October 2013. 

http://www.es.hu/gyani_gabor;a_kor_tengelyeben_allt;2015-06-18.html
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Organiser, Chair, Tutor, Lecturer, ”Regimes of Memory”. Academia Europaea, Knowledge 

HUB, Wroclaw, April, 2013.  

 

Organiser, Chair, Tutor, Lecturer, ”Regimes of Memory”, Academia Europaea, Knowledge 

HUB, Wroclaw, October 30, 2012.  

  

Section-Chair, Organiser, ”Why Does the Past Matter? Changing Visions, Media, and 

Rationales in the 21st Century”, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, UMASS Amherst 

Center for Heritage and Society, May 4-7, 2011.   

 

Golden Medal, University of Debrecen, 2011. 

 

Chair, Organiser, ”Overcoming European Civil Wars: Patterns of Consolidation in Divided 

Societies, 2010-1800”, Symposium, Academia Europaea, KU Leuven, Sponsored by The 

Leverhulme Trust, September 8, 2010.  

 

Invited Guest, ”Liberalism, Romanticism, Nationalism – Towards a Comparative Vision of 

Nineteenth-Century European Cultural-Political Thought. Study Platform on Interlocking 

Nationalisms, Negotiating Modernity”, European Research Center (Brussels). International 

workshop, University of Amsterdam, Huizinga Institute, November 26-27, 2009.    

 

Peer Reviewer, East Central Europe (Brill, Leiden-Boston), European Journal of Political 

Theory (Sage Publications, Los Angeles-London), Journal of Political Ideologies (Taylor & 

Francis, Oxford-Birmingham), Central Europe (University of London), 2007-2013. 

 

Golden Medal, Publication of the year of Social Sciences, University of Debrecen, 2008. 

 

Peer Reviewer, European Science Foundation (Strasbourg), 2006-2012. 

 

Visiting Lecturer, UPX, Paris-Nanterre, 2007-2009. 

 

Visiting Lecturer, Universita degli Studi di Bologna i Ravenna, 2001, 2007. 

 

Participant, Hubert Butler Conference, Kilkenny, Ireland, October 20-22, 2000.  

 

Visiting Professor, Instituto Ciencias Sociais, Universidad Lisboa, May-June 1999. 

 

Visiting Professor, Maastricht Center for Transatlantic Studies, Maastricht, April-May 1999. 

 

Elected Member, National Association of Scholars, Princeton, NJ, 1998. 

 

Visiting Lecturer, Universita degli Studi di Milano, Facolta di Scienze Politiche, Indirizzo 

Storico-Politico, November 21, 1997. 

 

Representative, Academia Europaea, Academia Scientiarum et Artium Europaea, Autumn 

Plenary Session, Budapest, November 8, 1997. 

 

Participant, Interdisciplinary Conference, Academia Europaea, Moller Center, Churchill 

College, Cambridge, UK, September 24 - 26, 1997. 
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Visiting Lecturer, Universita degli Studi di Milano, Facolta di Scienze Politiche, Indirizzo 

Storico-Politico, May 26 - 29, 1997.  

 

Fellow and Lecturer, Accademia d’Ungheria, Roma, May 10 - 24, 1997. 

 

Advanced Study Fellow, NIAS, Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences, 

Wassenaar, The Netherlands, March 1 - April 30, 1997. 

 

Visitor, United States Information Agency, Washington DC, Atlanta, GA, New York, NY, 

Boston-Cambridge, MA, September 14 - 28, 1996. 

 

Visiting Professor, Tel Aviv University, School of Education, May - June 1996. 

 

Visiting Lecturer, Universidad Complutense, Madrid, UNED, Madrid, June-July 1996. 

 

Member, New York Academy of Sciences, 1995. 

 

Member, Academia Europaea (London), 1995 – 

 

Visiting Scholar, University of Crete, Rethymno, Thessaloniki University; Greek Academy of 

Sciences, Athens, June 1995. 

 

Visiting IREX Scholar, Department of Political Science, Johns Hopkins University, 

Baltimore, MD, Fall 1993.  

                               

Visiting Scholar, Soros Fellow, Center for European Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge, 

MA, Winter 1994.  

         

Brooke Visiting Fellow, Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, Spring 1994. 

           

F. Leroy Hill Summer Faculty Fellow, Institute for Humane Studies, George Mason 

University, Fairfax, VA, Summer 1991. 

 

Fulbright Visiting Scholar, Department of History, Stanford University, 1990-1991. 

 

Visiting Scholar, The British Academy, Universities of London, Oxford, Cambridge, York, 

Hull, Edinburgh, St. Andrews, Swansea, Belfast, April- June 1990. 

 

Visiting Scholar, Institute of Philosophy, Prague, June 1989. 

 

Visiting Scholar, Institute of History, Warsaw, January 1988, June 1989. 

 

Visiting Lecturer on Hungarian Conservatism, Southampton University, St. John's College, 

Oxford, June 1986. 

 

Visiting Scholar, CNRS, Paris, Summer 1986. 

 

Visiting Scholar, Collegium Hungaricum, Staatsarchiv, Vienna, January 1982. 
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Visiting Scholar, The British Academy, Universities of London, Oxford, Edinburgh, April-

July 1981. 

 

Awarded by the President of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, 1983. 

 

 

Publications in English, French and Italian 
 

 

Introduction: Attempts to Resolve Political Hysteria. In: The Art of Peacemaking. 

Political Essays by István Bibó. Ed. New Haven CT/London: Yale University Press. 

2015.pp.1-24.  

 

The Art of Peacemaking. Political Essays by István Bibó. Ed. intr. New Haven 

CT/London: Yale University Press. 2015.pp.  ix + 473. Holly Case: Hope and Scandal in 

Hungary. Dissent, Summer 2015. https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/hope-and-

scandal-in-hungary  

 

Contributing to Healing the World.  European Review, 23, 4, pp. 597-613. 

http://journals.cambridge.org/erw 

 

Interpreting Regimes of Memory. European Review, 21, 4, pp. 465-9. 

http://journals.cambridge.org/erw 

 

Making Democratic Political Culture. European Review, 21, 4, pp. 553-62. 

http://journals.cambridge.org/erw 

 

Overcoming European Civil War: Patterns of Consolidation in Divided Societies, 

2010-1800. European Review, 20, 4. pp. 455-74. http://journals.cambridge.org/erw  

 

Adopting the European Model versus National Egoism: The Task of Surpassing 

Political Hysteria. European Review, 20, 4. pp. 514-25.    

http://journals.cambridge.org/erw  

  

Le mouvement estudiantin à Budapest en 1969. Revue d’études comparatives Est-

Ouest, Paris, vol. 42, no 4, (décembre 2011), pp. 37-54. www.necplus.eu  

 

Reinterpreting a ”Founding Father”: Kossuth-Images and Their Contexts, 1848 - 

2009. East Central Europe. Leiden-Boston. Brill, 37 (2010) pp. 90-117. 

http://brill.nl/eceu  

 

Liberty versus Common Good. European Review. Cambridge, (Published in association 

with Academia Europaea). Cambridge University Press, vol. 18. 2010.  Supplement no 1. 

pp. S89-S97.  http://journals.cambridge.org/erw  

 

 Les representations de Kossuth et leur contexte, 1849-2002. Etudes Danubiennes, 

Paris. Tome XXV, Numero 1-2. 2009, pp. 21-31.    

 

Conservative Ideology in the Making. Central European University Press, Budapest, New 

York, 2009. pp. xi+256+14. http://ceupress.com  

https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/hope-and-scandal-in-hungary
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/hope-and-scandal-in-hungary
http://journals.cambridge.org/erw
http://journals.cambridge.org/erw
http://journals.cambridge.org/erw
http://journals.cambridge.org/erw
http://journals.cambridge.org/erw
http://www.necplus.eu/
http://brill.nl/eceu
http://journals.cambridge.org/erw
http://ceupress.com/
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Personal Liberty and Political Freedom. European Journal of Political Theory, 

2008. SAGE Publications Ltd, Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore, 1, 7.  

pp. 81-98. http://ept.sagepub.com  

 

Liberty and the Search for Identity. Liberal Nationalisms and the Legacy of Empires.  

Central European University Press, Budapest-New York. 2006. pp. xv+509. 

http://ceupress.com  

 

Its reviews: 

 

Károly Kecskeméti, Magyar Tudomány, August 2006. 1031-1033. www.matud.iif.hu   

The American Historical Review, 111, 4. (October 2006) p.1300.   

www.historycooperative.org/journals/ahr/111.4   

András Gergely, Századok, 2007/5. pp. 1331-1338. www.szazadok.hu  

Ferenc Laczó, East Central Europe, 2007. www.ece.ceu.hu  

Victor Rizescu: Dubii identitare. Philosophy, Newsletter, 2007.  

.www.romanian-philosophy.ro/newsletter/pages/07_Decemb.  

Lajtai L. László, Budapesti Könyvszemle, Spring 2008. pp. 57-60. www.bukszc3.hu  

Gábor Vermes, The Austrian History Yearbook, (Minnesota, Cambridge University 

Press), 2008. pp. 184-185. www.cambridgejournals.org 

John Breuilly, English Historical Review, (Oxford, Oxford University Press), 2008; 

CXXIII: pp. 776-779. www.oxfordjournals.org  

Dieter Langewiesche, Historische Zeitschrift, (Frankfurt am Main, Oldenbourg 

Wissenschatsverlag), 2009, 288, 3: pp. 782-783. www.historische-zeitschrift.de  

Venken Machteld, European Review, (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press) 17, 3-4 

(October 2009) pp. 638-641. http://journals.cambridge.org  

International conference on Liberty and the Search for Identity organized by Academia 

Europaea (London), Europaeum (Oxford),István Bibó Center for Advanced Study in 

Humanities and Social Sciences (Budapest),Central European University (Budapest). 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, Hall of the founding presidents’ portraits, 

19-20 September 2006. Published as National liberalism: ideological heritage and 

theoretical validity in Hungarian. Hungarian Scholarship, 2008/1. Ed. by Balázs 

Trencsényi. pp. 2-52. www.matud.iif.hu   

 

   Three Concepts of Liberty. http://berlin.wolf.ox.ac.uk/publications on Berlin/2006  

(Isaiah Berlin Virtual Library. Wolfson College, Oxford) 

 

Editor's Preface. In: Liberty and the Search for Identity. Liberal Nationalisms and the 

Legacy of Empires. Central European University Press, Budapest-New York, 2006. pp. 

XIII-XV. http://ceupress.com  

 

Liberalism and Nationalism: An Ambiguous Relationship. In: Liberty and the Search 

for Identity. Liberal Nationalisms and the Legacy of Empires. Central European 

University Press, Budapest-New York. 2006. pp. 1-17. http://ceupress.com  

 

Political  Vocabularies of the Hungarian Liberals and Conservatives before 1848. 

In: Liberty and the Search for Identity. Liberal Nationalisms and the Legacy of 

Empires. Central European University Press, Budapest-New York, 2006. pp. 155-196.  

http://ceupress.com  

http://ept.sagepub.com/
http://ceupress.com/
http://www.matud.iif.hu/
http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/ahr/111.4
http://www.szazadok.hu/
http://www.ece.ceu.hu/
http://www.romanian-philosophy.ro/newsletter
http://www.bukszc3.hu/
http://www.cambridgejournals.org/
http://www.oxfordjournals.org/
http://www.historische-zeitschrift.de/
http://journals.cambridge.org/
http://www.matud.iif.hu/
http://berlin.wolf.ox.ac.uk/publications%20on%20Berlin/2006
http://ceupress.com/
http://ceupress.com/
http://ceupress.com/
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Introduction to István Bibó's Article. Review of Sociology, Vol. 10 (2004) 2, pp. 101-

102.  

 

Cos’é la Libertá: L’Assenza di Interventi o/e Uno Stato Privo di Dominio?  

(Accademia d’Ungheria in Roma, Serata Commemorativa, István Bibó, pensatore 

europeo, Martedi, 18 maggio 2004.). www.bibomuhely.hu   

 

Three Concepts of Liberty. www.hiarpt.org   

 

Liberty and Totalitarianism. www.csseo.org/Papers/paperdenes-en.rtf  

 

The Value Systems of Liberals and Conservatives in Hungary, 1830-1848.  
The Historical Journal, (The Cambridge University Press) 36, 4 (1993) pp. 825-850. 

http://journals.cambridge.org/hj  

 

Systém de valeurs et horizon intellectuel des liberaux hongrois entre 1830-1848. 

In: European Intellectual Trends and Hungary.  Etudes Historiques Hongroises, 4.  

Budapest, 1990. pp. 79-100. http://akademiai.hu  

 

The Political Role of Hungary’s Nineteenth Century Conservatives and How They 

Saw Themselves. The Historical Journal, (The Cambridge University Press) 26, 4. 

(1983) pp. 845-65. http://journals.cambridge.org/hj  

 

 

 

Monographs in Hungarian 

 
 

A történelmi Magyarország eszménye. Szekfű Gyula a történetíró és ideológus. 

Kalligram, Pozsony-Budapest, 2015. pp. 542.  

 

Az „illúzió” realitása. Kollektív identitásprogramok.  Argumentum - Bibó István Szellemi 

Műhely, Budapest, 2011. /Eszmetörténeti Könyvtár, 16./. pp. 302+10.    

 

Liberális kihívásra adott konzervatív válasz. Argumentum - Bibó István Szellemi Műhely, 

Budapest, 2008. /Eszmetörténet Könyvtár, 11./. pp. 282+ 15.  

 

Eltorzult magyar alkat. Bibó István vitája Németh Lászlóval és Szekfű Gyulával.  Osiris, 

Budapest, 1999. pp. 258 +16.    

 

Közüggyé emelt kiváltságőrzés. A magyar konzervatívok szerepe és értékvilága az 1840-

es években. Akadémiai, Budapest, 1989. pp. 194. 

 

A „realitás” illúziója. A historikus Szekfű Gyula pályafordulója. Akadémiai, Budapest, 

1976. pp. 190. 

 

Szekfű Gyula magántanári képesítésének ügye, 1914-1916. ELTE, Budapest, 1976. 74. 

(Fejezetek az Eötvös Loránd Tudományegyetem történetéből 2. Szerk. Sinkovics István.). 

p.74.  

http://www.bibomuhely.hu/
http://www.hiarpt.org/
http://www.csseo.org/Papers/paperdenes-en.rtf
http://journals.cambridge.org/hj
http://akademiai.hu/
http://journals.cambridge.org/hj
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Study-Volumes in Hungarian 

 
Szabadság-közösség. Programok és értelmezések.  

Argumentum - Bibó István Szellemi Műhely, Budapest, 2008. /Eszmetörténet Könyvtár, 

9./. pp. 365.  

 

Európai mintakövetés – nemzeti öncélúság. Értékvilág és identitáskeresés a 19-20. 

században. Új Mandátum, Budapest, 2001. pp. 300. + 9.  

 

Az önrendelkezés érvényessége. (The Validity of Self-Determination) Magvető, Budapest, 

1988. pp. 350+14. 

 

 

Edited Series in Hungarian from 45 Edited Volumes  

 
Eszmetörténeti Könyvtár. (History of Ideas Library). Vols. 1-19. Argumentum - Bibó 

István Szellemi Műhely, Budapest, 2004-2012.   

 

Bibó István munkái. Centenáriumi sorozat.  (István Bibó’s Work. Centennial Series). 

Vols. 1-12. Argumentum - Bibó István Szellemi Műhely, Budapest, 2011-12.  

 

 

List of publications: 

 

http://bibomuhely.hu/tagok/denes-ivan-zoltan.html   

http://ae-info.org/ae/User/Dénes_Iván/denes-ivan_zoltan_publications.pdf   

https://vm.mtmt.hu/search/slist.php?nwi=1&inited=1&ty_on=1&url_on=1&cite_type=2&ord

erby=3D1a&location=mtmt&stn=1&AuthorID=10013966&Scientific=1  

 

A szabadság felelőssége. Írások a 65 éves Dénes Iván Zoltán tiszteletére. Ed. by ferenc 

Pénzes, Sándor Rácz, László Tóth-Matolcsi. De4breceni Egytemi Kiadó/Debrecen University 

Press, Debrecen, 2011. 338-346.  

 

Voluntary communities 
 

Founder, Foundation for Republican Ethos, Budapest, 2002-2012.  

President of the Board, Representative, Laying Foundation for Human Dignity, Budapest, 

1998-2001. 

Chazan, Member, Szim Salom Progressive Jewish Community, Budapest, 1991-. 

 

Availabilities  
 

denes.ivan@upcmail.hu; deniz@iti.mta.hu  Beregszász út 62. Budapest, Hungary, H-1112.  

3617860596, 36306460548  

 

 

Budapest, February 6, 2016 

 

http://bibomuhely.hu/tagok/denes-ivan-zoltan.html
http://ae-info.org/ae/User/Dénes_Iván/denes-ivan_zoltan_publications.pdf
https://vm.mtmt.hu/search/slist.php?nwi=1&inited=1&ty_on=1&url_on=1&cite_type=2&orderby=3D1a&location=mtmt&stn=1&AuthorID=10013966&Scientific=1
https://vm.mtmt.hu/search/slist.php?nwi=1&inited=1&ty_on=1&url_on=1&cite_type=2&orderby=3D1a&location=mtmt&stn=1&AuthorID=10013966&Scientific=1
mailto:denes.ivan@upcmail.hu
mailto:deniz@iti.mta.hu

